
Heaton Park Primary School 

English Marking Policy 

Rationale 

 To develop a positive attitude towards English 

 To become highly literate through effective, high quality teaching of English 

 To promote each pupil’s self-esteem, interest and respect for his/her work 

 To give feedback to pupils to inform them of their achievements and the next steps to 

learning 

 To focus the pupil’s attention on some of the errors he/she has made and offer 

questions or prompts to help with corrections in order for the child to make progress 

 To challenge pupils and deepen their thinking 

 To assess overall progress and inform planning of future teaching 

 To evaluate and assess pupil’s learning 

 To assess the effectiveness of teaching 

 To encourage a purposeful dialogue between the adult and the child 

How we mark English at Heaton Park: 

English Books 

 The Learning Outcome is written at the top of the page. LO continued may be used 

where a learning outcome is being met over a number of lessons. 

 In Years 2 – 6, the children will complete a ‘steps to success ladder’ or ‘marking ladder’ 

for extended pieces of writing. This should be given at the start of a piece of writing 

and stuck under the LO. Year 2 and 6 until Christmas. 

 Work that builds up to an extended piece of writing will be checked by the teacher 

regularly. 

 Work will be marked with a green tick if correct 

 Work will be marked with a pink dot if they are incorrect. A pink comment may also be 

made. 

 Children may also self-mark with a purple pen. 

 For warm writes, a ‘Green for Growth’ comment will be made about something the child 

has done well. 

 For warm writes, a ‘Pink for Think’ comment will be made about what the child needs to 

do next to improve and make progress. 

 Warm writes, will be marked with the child where possible. Children may edit with a 

purple pen during this process. This will be marked ‘VF’ for verbal feedback in the 

child’s book. 

 Small group or whole class feedback may be given if a large group of children have the 

same targets to move their writing along. This will be marked ‘SGF’ or ‘WCF’ in the 

child’s book. 

 In Years 2 – 6, incorrect spellings are underlined with sp in the margin for the child to 

correct, by copying the adult’s example or independently by using a dictionary or word 

wall etc. Only spellings that have been taught previously that the child is expected to 



know should be underlined for correction. In Upper KS2, children will be encouraged to 

find their own spelling errors with the support of a peer. 

 Pupils will respond to the feedback and marking in the next lesson, by doing 

corrections, making improvements or doing further practice. This can be done by use 

of editing flaps or editing straight on to the original piece of work. 

 Sometimes, particularly with our youngest pupils in the Early Years and KS1, pupils will 

have feedback and work marked during the lesson as part of a dialogue with the adult. 

They may be asked to improve or correct their work at the same time. Children will be 

shown correct work using a green line or tick. Children will be shown what they need to 

improve on using a pink line or dot. Correct examples will then be shown at the bottom 

of the page for the children to practise. A short pink or green comment may also be 

made. 

 Children are asked to assess their own work or the work of a peer, only after having 

training and within agreed guidelines.  

 In Years 2 – 6, self-assessment is done using a steps to success ladder. 

 Peer assessment is done by using the 3 to 1 ratio of greens to pink: 3 greens for 

growth and 1 pink for think. Comments will be made in line with steps on the marking or 

Steps to Success ladder. 

 Supply teachers will follow the marking policy and write their signature to show the 

work has been marked by a supply teacher. 

Handwriting Books 

 Handwriting should be checked regularly by a teacher or teaching assistant. Incorrect 

letter formation should be addressed by showing a correct example underneath for 

the children to follow. Where spelling is linked to handwriting, incorrect spelling 

should also be highlighted using a pink pen to circle the incorrect spelling. 

Reading to Learn Books 

 Reading to Learn work is marked by the children during the lesson using a purple pen. 

Instant feedback is given during the lesson. Children are encouraged to mark their 

work and edit their answers to improve them during the lesson. 

 A target group of children’s books may be taken in to monitor the answers that they 

are giving. This may also be checked upon during the Reading to Learn lesson. 

Phonic Books 

 Phonic books should be marked during the phonics lesson by an adult to provide instant 

feedback to the children. 

 A target group should be focussed on each day. 

We Monitor the Impact of our Marking Policy 

 The application and impact of our marking policy is monitored through our regular learning walks, 

moderation of children’s writing and book looks at periods throughout the academic year. 
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