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Year 3 Key Skills Content/Unit or Topic Curriculum Links Key Facts Key Vocabulary 

Locational 
Knowledge 

Locate and name the 
continents on a World Map.  
 
 
 
Locate the main countries of 
Europe inc. Russia. 
Identify capital cities of 
Europe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Locate and name the 
countries making up the 
British Isles, with their capital 
cities. 
 
 
 
 
 
Identify longest rivers in the 
world, largest deserts, and 
highest mountains. 
Compare with UK. 
 
Identify the position and 
significance of Equator, N. 
and S. Hemisphere, Tropics 
of Cancer and Capricorn. 

Use World Map to locate and name 
continents. Focus on Europe.  
 
 
Identify main countries of Europe 
including some Capital cities. Compare 
position of countries within Europe 
and links to climate. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Use maps to locate countries and 
capital cities in the British Isles. 
Compare Manchester with other UK 
capital cities e.g. population size, area 
size. 
 
 
 
Identify the River Nile and why early 
ancient Egyptians settled there.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
History – ancient 
Egypt. 

Europe is one of the 
seven continents of the 
world.  
 
There are 44 countries 
in Europe.  
Moscow is the largest 
city in Europe.  
Russia has the highest 
mountain (Mount 
Elbrus) and the longest 
river (The Volga River) 
in Europe. 
The Euro is the currency 
used by most countries.  
 
London is the capital of 
England; Cardiff the 
capital of Wales, 
Edinburgh the capital of 
Scotland and Belfast the 
capital of Northern 
Ireland. 

Continent 
 
 
 
European Union 
Euros 
Border 
Location 
Destination 
Population 
Climate 
Tourism 
 
 
 
 
Capital 
Population 
Urban 
 
 
 
 
 
Delta 
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Place Knowledge Compare a region of the UK 
with a region in Europe, eg. 
local hilly area with a flat one 
or under sea level.  
Link with Science, History. 

Know the main similarities and 
differences between Rome and 
Manchester. 
 
Use maps and geographical data to 
compare physical and natural 
features, area, climate and population 

History- Ancient Rome Rome is the capital of 
Italy, Greater 
Manchester is the 2nd 
largest in UK in terms of 
population. Rome and 
Greater Manchester are 
similar in area and 
population. Both were 
part of the Roman 
Empire. Rome has a 
warmer climate. In 
Rome they speak Italian 
and their currency is the 
Euro.  
 

Urban, rural, 
metropolitan, 
human, physical, 
population, 
climate, area 
 

Human &Physical 
Geography 

Describe and understand key 
aspects of: 
Physical geography including 
Rivers and the water cycle, 
excluding transpiration, brief 
introduction to Volcanoes 
and earthquakes linking to 
Science: rock types. 
 
Human geography including 
trade links in the Pre-roman 
and Roman era. 
Types of settlements in Early 
Britain linked to History. Why 
did early people choose to 
settle there? 

Major rivers in Europe including the 
Volga and the Danube. 
 
Volcanoes  

• Where in the world volcanoes 
are located. 

• What causes volcanoes to 
erupt? 
 
 
 

Settlements 

• Stone Age settlements (Skara 
Brae). 

• Where and why did Romans 
invade/settle in Britain? 

 
 
 
Science – rocks and 
soils. 
English – Escape from 
Pompeii text. 
History – Romans. 
 
 
 
 
History – Prehistoric 
Britain and Roman 
Britain.  

The Danube is the most 
important commercial 
waterway in Europe.  

Commercial 
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Geographical 
Skills & Field 
work 

Use maps, atlases, globes 
and digital/computer 
mapping (Google Earth) to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied.  
 
Learn the eight points of a 
compass, 2 figure grid 
reference (maths co-
ordinates), some basic 
symbols and key (including 
the use of a simplified 
Ordnance Survey maps) to 
build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the 
wider world 
 
Use fieldwork to observe and 
record the human and 
physical features in the local 
area using a range of 
methods, including sketch 
maps, plans and graphs, and 
digital technologies. 

Use of maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate countries and capital 
cities of the UK and major countries in 
Europe.  
 
Learn the eight compass points (N, NE, 
E, SE, S, SW, W, NW). 
 
Use OS maps to identify human 
features in Manchester and Rome 
recording appropriate coordinates. 

 
 
 
 
 
Maths – turns and 
angles. 

 Compass points, 
north, south, 
east, west, 
ordnance maps 

 


